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repetition, and one or two illustrations will suffice to
demonstrate its effects in Turkey:
If the tax-farmers were deceived in their calcula-
tions it is at the expense of the peasant that they try
to indemnify themselves. The peasant being almost
always in debt, waits with impatience for the moment
when he can sell his crops; but when he has cut his
grain he is obliged, before threshing it, to wait some-
times for long weeks before it has pleased the tax-
farmer to come and take the part that is his. The tax-
farmer, who is generally also a grain merchant, utilizes
this situation to force the peasant, threatened with see-
ing his harvest rot in the open field, to sell the rest of
his crop at a low price, and the tax-farmer knows how
to secure the protection of the officials . . . against
those who try to make trouble.
I have said that the tithes on fresh fruits and vege-
tables are paid in money. Here again the abuses of the
tax-farmers are many and varied. A cherry tree has
produced two ocques of fruit. The tax-farmer comes
after the cherries have been picked and estimates that
each tree has yielded ten ocques. The grower is
obliged to compromise with the tax-farmer or to appeal
to the authorities. More often he prefers to adopt the
former method, that is to say, to avoid a suit in which
the chances are, in advance, on the side of the tax-
farmer.1
Custom duties stand second in importance among Tar-
key ?s individual revenues, constituting 14.7 per cent of
the total. Unquestionably this source of income could be
materially expanded, were it not handicapped, first by
commercial treaties, and, second, by inefficient and often
dishonest administration,
Turkey maintains an export duty of 1 per eent and a
tran^t tax of equal magnitude. These taxes are merely,
vexations, as they yield little revenue and require consid-
erable machinery for administration.
Land taxes are the third most important souree of
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